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had fostered national pride in the unity, power and splendour
of France. But this was no substitute for a parliamentary training
and, in particular, for the education of the citizens in national
solidarity through Parliament. The striving for the creation of
a new and higher sort of national patriotism could only start
from general principles and an ideal view of human nature and
society. This approach did not lead to the goal of a united
nation. The revolution soon turned into a ferocious struggle
between the classes and parties and ended in anarchy and in
the establishment of a military despotism, followed by a series
of triumphs and defeats, revolutions and counter-revolutions.
The causes of this development had their roots far back in the past.
The German Empire possessed no central Parliament, for the
Imperial Diet did not deserve this name. It was chiefly an
assembly of princes and almost the whole power was in the hands
of a few rulers. The knights of the Empire ceased to attend
after the downfall of the Staufer dynasty. On the other hand,
a number of free towns began to take part in the thirteenth
century, but they were long denied the right to vote by the
princes, and they had never much say. Moreover, the towns
themselves were so imbued with the spirit of feudal particularism
that they were very reluctant to make any sacrifices to general
national interests. In the separate States, however, of which
Germany was composed, Diets developed which often had the
character of Parliaments. They contributed to the growth of a
territorial loyalty which was largely an obstacle to the rise of the
idea of a common German nationality. In many cases these
Diets served mainly the egotistical interests of the privileged
classes, and they were at last suppressed or silenced when the
rulers attained to absolute power,1
4. THE INFLUENCE OF WAR ON THE FORMATION OF NATION
AND OF FUNDAMENTAL NATIONAL TRADITIONS
The modern large nations have been mainly formed by wars
partly by conquest, partly by fusion under the menace of conquest.
Every nation, furthermore, has developed its personality in great
wars and everywhere the national ideology and character have
been deeply influenced by them. Territory and language, religion
and civilization, ideas of national interest and honour, the
1 Cf. F* Hartung, Deutsche Verfassimgsgeschickie, 1922, pp* 34,54. Gf. G. von Below.
Territorwn undStaat, 1900 ; M. Spangenbeig, VomLckenstoatturn Stan&staat, 1912, and
F, W. Unger? Geschichte der deutschen Landstandt, 1844,